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course simply because he chose to do so, I prosecuted him and, by a
judge from Mexico called Dr. Farfan and by the lieutenant governor
of Havana, he was sentenced to public disgrace1 and ten years on the
rowers' bench in the galleys, loss of goods and privation of office. I
assure your lordship that if they had not taken the case out of my
jurisdiction I'd have hanged him. I granted his appeal that your
lordship may do so, for if these things are tolerated, as they have
been hitherto, the great damage arising therefrom will much
increase hence forward.
I had His Majesty's order to wait for Pedro Menendez Marquez
until Saint James' day. Since he neither came nor was there any
news of him, we decided to set out but because the weather was not
suitable we did not leave on the 26th. (p. 4) On the syth, however,
Diego de la Ribera and I departed with 73 ships assembled from
every quarter, most of them very small. We disembogued in seven
or eight days and within eleven very unfavourable contrary winds
began to blow, which lasted some days.
On the 26th a storm struck us which separated Diego de la Ribera
and me. Nearly all the fleet and Aparicio de Arteaga, my vice-
admiral, remained with him. Few ships, but good ones, stayed with
me3 among them Diego de la Ribera's vice-admiral, Rodrigo de
Rada, and some other units of his command. I found myself with
sixteen sail and when I had brought them together I discovered
three strangers among them.
When I drew near to take a good look at these they realized that
they were recognized and converged on Castillo's ship. They broke
out a flag and I saw that they were English. They had been trailing
us for a whole day and a night. They fell back but continued to
accompany me until we were almost at the island of Flores.
On September 3 the storm increased and the vice-admiral of the
Tierra Firme fleet, on board of which was Rodrigo de Rada, split
and sank. I saved all on board and distributed them among this
flagship and some other vessels of the fleet. With the rest Rodrigo
de Rada went to the ship Del Puerto* which belonged to two brothers
and we continued on our course for the islands, which I sighted on
September 16.
At Flores I found the royal armada in command (p. 5) of Don
Alonso de Bazan, whom I joined, and although I was short of water
and needed to repair my ships I bore him company nine or ten days,
1 That is, he was exposed to public vituperation and perhaps also compelled to
wear insignia advertising his degradation.
1 The Santa Maria del Puerto. See enclosure with this document.